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James Joyce puts into the mouth of Stephen Dedalus the question 
‘What’s in a name?’ - a question one hears being pondered in many 
places nowadays. The existence today of a Lacanian clinic of The 
Freudian School of Melbourne allows us, even requires us, to pose 
the question differently. Whot LY (I noming? The appellation 
‘Lacanian’ engages in a signification, the effects of excess in relation 
to which, invokes the importance of the very function of naming 
and the ethics of the Lacanian clinic. 

The appellation ‘Lacanian’ is a naming which, in leaning on the 
verb as unconscious, situates itself in relation to the Lacanian 
unconscious as an effet  of the act. Such an act draws on what Lacan 
rescues of the Wohltot - the principle of the good action as 
efficacious, and separates itself sufficiently from a charitable practice 
of good deeds in order to be able to ask the question of how one 
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can operate honestly/ethically with desire.’ At work in the 
b a n i a n  clinic is an act, as that effect of the movement of 
transference within a practice which produces theory whose object 
in the non-contingent knowledge of the clinic, rather than academic 
knowledge on the one hand and mystification on the other. 

To ‘be Lacanian’, then, invokes something of an un-being, in being, 
like Bertrand Russell’s definition of electricity, not so much a thing 
as a way things happen. This is to say that unbeing that allows the 
act of the analyst. The clinic, and here the testimony of a practice 
we refer to as the Lacanian clinic of The Freudian School of 
Melbourne, functions as the writing of a name as distinct and as 
opposed to the naming of a right. 

The works contained in the present volume authorise, through their 
testimony of a practice, the existence of a Lacanian clinic of The 
Freudian School of Melbourne - producing theory as that excess 
of the encounter with the practice. Such a conception of the theory 
is more than evident in Lacan’s Seminars and Interventions. The 
working bibliography of the Seminars and Interventions of Jacques 
Lacan, also contained in this volume, inaugurates the publication 
in subsequent volumes of rigorous and detailed commentary and 
analysis of unpublished seminars and interventions of Lacan held 
within the Library of Psychoanalysis of the School. In this, The 
Freudian School of Melbourne resists the status of knowledge as 
a commodity - carrying a naming right - and inscribes it as3 
product of its clinical and theoretical work. 
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